MR. C. C. PLAGG, BASTPORT, ME.-- INTERVIEVED BY
RICHARD RATHEUY, NOVEMBER 29» 1893,

Of BEastport, but used to live on Campobello.

Is 67 years old, and ﬁas always iived at Campobello,
Welsh Pool. Has been catching herring all his life.
Has owned and worked seversl welirs, |

The herring fishery has been carried on in
Passamaquoddy Bay, from Cutler to Beaver Harbor,
including Grand Manan, long before his time. Thinks
they cormenced the weirs in the younger days of his
father. That would be about 80 years ago.

The weirs were then set in FPriars Bay and
the Narrows. That continued to be the principal
location of the weirs ever since. They say that
was the plabe where the rg?z weir was built,

About 30 or 40 years apgo the weirs were in Lu-
bec Narrows and all sround here. As many around
Campobello as therc are todey., There are nov more
in ﬁnrbor Dulute than there used to be, They did
not go up the Cobseook River very far, perhaps és
f&r as Coves Point. On the St. Crpix River went up
as far as Qlam Cove on the Deer Island side, and

’#%ntrﬁbave Pleasant Point on the other side. On
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On the Horth Shore were no weirs 30 or 40 years ago.
Therqmight have been a very few. They began build-
ing so many weirs there at the sardine time in 187§.

There has been 2 change in the habits of the
rish., At Lﬁbec Narrows and at Priars Bay they have
been scarce for a number of years. About 1o years
they have been scarce, A{ the same time they become
more abundant at Deer Island and the North Shore.
But those weirs were not built in those times, Af-
ter they built them the herring came in there and
we did not get them here. Does not think the east-
ern weirs catch the fish before they come in.,

~The use of the drag seine is an old fishery,
but has never been carried on extensively around
here.

The pill-net is an old fishery also., Thinks
it was the oldest fishery, that and the dfiving.
Thinks they begen torching before they did gill-
netting. There has been a great deal of gill-nete
ting, and 2 large part of it stopped when the win-
ter herring pave out. They did most of the gill-
netting on the North Shore above and around Deer
Island, and in St. Andrews Bay. In St. Andrews Bay
they did not find them until late years. About
Grand Manan there was a good deal of it, and & good
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deal of it done now. Also around the Wolves. Used
to be up Cobscook River, buf not much now, Also
the shore from Quoddy lead to Cutler. Ilave done
some of late yrears in what they ¢all Timothy Creek.
The gill-net is used mostly in the fall and winter,
and some in the spring, but not mueh, It is taken
up in the frll and earried on throurh the winter
if the fish continue, The Yorth Shore fishery
sbove here used to be a great thing in the winter
for rmill-netting. It is about 3 years since they
reiled. From 21/4 to 21/2 mesh usea in -ill nets.
At the present time gill-nets are used very little
gince the winter fishing gave out, and the most of
the fish now are teken by weirs.

They have done some driving and scining this
fall, but not to amount to much. The driving has
‘been earried on up the MNorth Shore mostly, and up
those rivers, lHapagyuadvic, and at Iubee Narrovs
and thereabouts. Does not think the kerosine oil
would injure them, but still it might. But it
breaks up the herring and drives them off shore am
seatters them. Driving harms the weirs. There is
no law apainst it on this side that he knows of,
but suppose there is a law against using kerosine

oil. Thinks the oil in Lube¢ Marrows is an injury
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to them. Those herrins will be still in a body,
and when they ro over them with 2 li~ht it is poing
to scatter them and frighten them very ruch.

Herrinrs are not as abundent as they used to be;
there are so mény different ways of catchings thoem
now. Does not becin to be nenr =s meny. As ve
keep e¢atching the smell ones up every year, wherc
are the bi~ ones coming from?

It woul” be of no use to have any reruletions
unless it could be uniflerm on bot!: sides. Thinks
gliving the fish 2 rest so many monthe in the year
would benefit the fishery, say in April, Mey and
June. Make o close season and not have them taken
anywhere. It would be hard for bsit, but they do
not teke herrins very rmuch in those months for bait,
because they cammot get them.

They were abundent before the sardine facto-
ries,

Before the sradine business gepew up we used
herring for smoking, piekling and freezing, The
smnllest size for smoking would be about 4 or 5 in-
ches long; used to make Wo. 1 smoked herrin-~, and
from that up to the largest size. For piekling
used mostly larger herring. All the small Tish

‘that were taken were used for pomace, and nlso lar-
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per fish where there was & surplus of them.

Put 2t that time we hed so few weirs that they
never took l/h part of the fish they do now; that
is, 30 yenrs aro. All they would take would be
smok inr herring,

Porsard ines we used sbout 5 inch herring, and
up to, say for rmustards, would meke 2 small medium
herring for smokinrn.

Mr. Treat was thce Tirst mon who cormmenced to
press herring for oil 2and pomace. The weir on
Treats Islend hns been worked during the last 3 or
4 years, but net this year. About the whole of
the herring teken between Cutler and Deaver !larbor
came to Lubec and Eastport. From Grand llanan nrob-
ably helf the herrin- they smoked came here, and a
little comes fresh.

The makins of pomnce wns carried on extensive-
ly a few years after )r. Treat started it, and it
has continued up to this day, but since the sardine
factories have been ecxtensive they have been using
the refuse from the cammeries. Do not entch her-
rins for pomace now to amount to anything. It does
not pay the Tishermen to ecatch them for pomace.

The amount of herring formerly teaken for pomace

was very small comrared to the cateh now,
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The sparming rrowyds are at the south head of
Grend Hanan, and in a1l the bays about there and
in Priars Bay, for he has caught them there with
the spawn running out of thom, Used to cateh them
there with spasn in them about all months of the
year, They spown every rmonth in the year, but the
heft of it is in May and June, and then along in
September. Ve makc two seasons of it for the lar-

~_ger fish. lias handled them all months in the year,
and fom;sd spawn in thems There are spawning

v grounds in Machies and St. Andrews Bays on the Nova
&oatiaiahore. Has boursht them fram the 'lova Scotie
shore to smoke. Waen they begin to spawn they are
h small scaled herring not over 6 inches long. lHas
found =ny smount that size with spzwn. During the
heft of the sparning season the fish are rather
poor. The spawning condition does not hurt them
for use,

Thinks i:he law at Grend Meanan is e wise law,
Thinks it would be 2 just law where therc are exten-
sive pgrounds., The fish should have 2 rest parg

i “f ;‘thﬁg'}"w* o :
- Does not think they grov very mat. ‘¥hen the

kﬁtﬂm &‘:;f‘#;twt..tn,;’mwaprmg. do not see maich
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difference in them. They are 2 or 3 inches long.
¥ill find them in the épring first, and then we do
not gef s0 many througch the summer, and then they
come around in the f2ll again. The brit we find
in the fall were spawned in September of the pre-
vious year. Thinks they are 2 year old. But still
may be only 6 months. When they are ? years old
get to be about 5 or 6 inehes.

There is 2 spring run of herring. We used to

have a2 pood run then. They used to besin in April.

.Those used to be abundant, but now they are running

out entirely.
The next run begins about the first of July,
and then comes & run along about the last of Aug-

ust or first of September. They seem to keer come-

ing on up to this time. There used to be fish all
winter. Has seined 2 weir in Pebruary and got
- them., These years they are pgetting played out in

the winter months.

'#hem they are not here they are playing off in
the Bay of Pundy. Does not think they go out of
the Bay. Thoy lay all wintar' upoh the Rorth Shore,

When the herring come in they generally strike

the shore in ‘m‘l’a river about as soon as anywhere.




They come in by Head larbor. Will csétch them first-
somet imes about Deer Island. Used to get them

v first at Cherry Island., Doe¢s not think many comc
throusgh Lubec ilarrowa. They ro to the westward
from the Deer Island region. They come into this
river from the east and ro westward and work down
through Lubee Harrows, Some come from the westward
and plé}* up to the eastward along the North Shore,

These different runs of fish contain all sizes
from the smell ones up to the birs ones. One day
they will come in in a body, and the next none at
all, And sometimes they will come in in a body
and stay for quite a while. They oceur in schools
80 that they might be esught with the purse seines.
They spawn just below the surfacé,-but when they
are schoouling they come up tf;) the swrface. They
come up sometimes when they are not feeding; can-
not tell about them,

They are caught in the gill-nets at all depths,
elear to the bottom, in say 20 fathoms of water.
They fish off lon: distonces down on the North
Shore; clear off abreast of the Wolves,

Most of the welrs fish on the flood tide. The
Mrrmg are playing inshore on the flood, and just
‘ﬁ; quick =s it ggnt\smgh water they stop. - Do not
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run 1nt6 thé weirs 20 much on the ebdb tide as they
do on the flood. Sometimes they stem the tide in
gettings into the weirs, and sometimes they do not;

it is just owing to where the weirs are located.
MACKEREL.

There used to be an abundance of mackerel in
here years amo. They have been scarce as much as
20 years, but surmer before last there were a good
many here, but before that hardly any. They have
{beﬁn taken extensively 7 the weirs and in the traps
on the Nova Scotia side. ‘Those traps have been
there as mach as 30 or more years. Thesc mackerel
come in inside of Grand Manan somewhere along in
July, and they will stay until fall. They pgo clear
to the head of the Bay, he thinks. They got & lot
down thqrelthia s ring about the last of ng or l
first of June. Hevor knew of their purse seining
up there. Thinks they come from the westward,
Hever knew of moackerel being taken in the winter

with the herring, but in the fall might take a few,

LOBSTERS,
Lobsters have deereased greatly sbout here.

 There are more takem now then there used to be--20
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vears aéa was not & man catching them except for
his own use. MNow there are several hundred men
catching them., Thinks they will take 2ll the way
from one or two up to a dozen in each trap. llas
never thoucht of any way of protecting lobsters.
Does not think'it is any use¢ to make & law unless

it is the éamﬁ on both sides, Has seen lobsters
around here where you could count thousands of them,
and today you cannot find 2 lobster at those plecés.
Thet is not over 20 years ago. }as seen ihem vhere

you could heave oul a hundred in ten minutes.
POLLOCY .

The larpge pollock for the past few years have
been inereesing here. They arc not doing much fish-

ing for polloek here, and all thet fishing is con-

fined between Cochrans Ledge and just beyond liead
Harbor.




CAPTAI! CHARLES LEWIS, EASTPORT, HE.--IUTERVIEWED
BY RICHARD RATHBUI, NOVEMBER 29, 1893,

0f the sardinc steamer Roessing,

Is 49 years old. Has been engaged in herring
fishing since he was a child., lias been interested
in the sardine business, espccially collectins fish
for sardines, during the »nast 13 years.,

The herrings weirs 20 to 30 years ago were most-
ly located in Lubec larrows, and up Cobscook Bay as
far as Goves Point. There were some weirs at Grand
lfanan. In the St. Croix River there was not more
than one weir above Pleasant Point, There were
only a few weirs used for catching herring for bait
on Deer Island and the llorth Shore. There were
not as many weirs around Campbello Island as there

are at présent.

Before the sardine business began the number
of weirs on Deer Island hed increased sbout 12 or
15, and on the North Shore abodt 15, there being
only one small weir in Beaver Harbor.

f!he herring fishing in Lubec liarrows began to
fail about 6 or 7 years before the sardine business,

and the catch of fish for sardines could have had
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nothing to do with thic chanme in their abundance
there. The Deer Island weirs, therefore, also
could not have had any influence in this matter.

He thinke that herring simply took a different turn;
that the winds may have had & good deal to do with
it and elsoc the distribution of food, etc.

It was not until the sardine business started
that they bagzan L0 increase so extensively the nunr
ber of weirs on Deer Island and the North Shore; |
and since that time the mein eatech of fish has been
in this region; that is on Deer Island and the lorth
Shore.

The fishing at Lubec larrows remained very
poor wnt il about 2 or 5 years ago, since which time
it has becn better, and has been the best of =2ll
the past year.

Taking the whole rerion from Cutler to Reaver
Harbor, there has, nas a whole, been a decided de-
erease in the asbundance of herring, and he thinks
there are not more than half as many herring now
as there were 20 or 30 years ngo. There are more
welrs catching herring now, and the number taken is,
of course, still very great. iHe thinks this decrease
is due to over fishing, bﬁt the practice of driving

2lso breaks up the schools and does much harm to
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them,

The greatest harm results from the teke of
gmall Tish which are obtained in irmense numbers,
and notwithstanding every precaution taken, a larpe
number of them are wasted, not reachins the sardine
factories at all, or in such poor condition as not
to be fit for use.

The Canadian law requires that there shell be
a pgate in each weir, to be kept open durin- a cer-
tein period each week, The Canadisn fishermen,
however, do not conform to this regulation. The
weirs fish by tides; nothinr may be done for a forte
~night, and then again, a weir may fish well for 6
or 8 days.,

The difficulty in mekinr any repuletions sat-
isfactory Lo the fishermen results fronm thist;egu-
larity in the fishing of the weirs; that any weir
may have good success only during a few days, or a
small part of a year, and it cannot always be told
vhat part of a year it will fish well. During
nearly all of the year the fishermen mey not clear
enough to‘pay for the stuff of which his weir is
built. For that reason ¢ close season would be un-

f&vnrably reparded by most of the fishermen. Ir
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wéira fished 211 the time and made a rersular cageh
there would be less cobjicetion to it.

Capt. Lewis is of the opinion that the so-
czlled brit should not be caught in the spring dur-
ine April, lMay and June. These brit measurc moste
ly from 2;/2 to 4%/2 inches long and arc ﬁo good
for sardines. The smallest herrins used for sardine
are =bout 6 inches long, and that is even & very
small fish. There would be no other way to pree-
vent the eapture of brit in the spring than to stop
fishing entirely during that season, with weirs at
least. During the past few years the spring fish
have consisted of scarcely anything more than brit,
with a few sardine herring mixed in them. They
have been taken for the purpose of securins such
sordines as might be in the weirs, and the brit
have been largely destroyed in that manner.

The legal sard ine season is from Anril 15th
to December 15th. Very little, however, is done
in the sardine business in the spring., They do not
get enoush fish te make it pay. NHotwithstanding
this fact, however, some of the serdine csnnerics
are run at that time. As long 2s these sardine
canneries are run in the spring these brit will be

taken and destroyed.
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The spawning grounds with whieh he is acquaint-
ed are those off the south head of Grand Manan, in
‘St. Andrews Ray, where they spawn in July and Aup-
ust, and on the Perry shore, where they spawn in
July. In 8t. Andrews Bay and along the Perry shore
these fish have been teoken during the spawning sea-
son for use as bait. e believes in o Canadien
close season on the spawning greounds off Grangd lia-
nan, and thinks the same measures should be inaugu-
rated in American weters, covering 211 the import-
ent spawning grounds. The large srawning fish do
not remain long on the rrounds afier the spawning
season is over.

The absence of large herring during the winter
the past Tew vears he thinks has not been due to
over !'iahin,:;, but that these same herring now in-
habit some other perts of the Bay of Mundy at thot
time. To what this change mny be due he has no
idea. The gill-nets may have broken up the schools
to & certain extent. Just as soon as these winter
herrins would be observed alony the shore the nune
ber of gill-nets set in such placén would be iery
preat, and the schools would feel their influence
at once, and this tends naturally to break up the
winter schools, If they appreared at the begimning,
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Sunday for instanee, when there would be no fishing
until Monday, the Tish would remain in those places
perhaps 2 or 3 days, but when seining began ac
soon &8 they touched the shore, the fish would soan
disappear,

He thinks that the herrine 2lways remain in
the Bay of Pundy--those which are caught on the ad-
Jacent shores--and thet when they are not on the
shores in the winter thnat they are off in decper
water in the Ray,.

The spring run of herring used to be 2 large
one, and contained larce fish, which is not the
case today. The summer run besins about July 1,
but varies. Pish are, therefore, constantly run-
ning on to the shore from thet time on throush the
vhole of the swmer and the fall,  They work far
in ap the rivers, etc., and he is of the opinion
that the latest fall fishery is with the schools
which arc going enstward from those rivers,

The herrins work up the Bay of Fundy as far as
Spencers Island, to his certein knowlédge, and he
thinks they go further than that,

In the fell when the bodies of herring come in

they eateh them at Lubec before they do at Deer
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Island and the North Shore. Thinks thet schools
play in throush the mouth of Lubec 'larrows on the
flood tide, and it is in that way that they reach
the weirstherc. In Lubee Harrows they orc cousht
mostly on the ebb tide, the majority moving with
the ebb tide. Some, however, are taken on the fload
tide,

During the surmer he thinks that the Tipst
summer run strikes to the eastward first along Carp-
obello, Deer Islahﬂ and the Horth Shore, and they
move up the Bay of Pundy to beyond =t. John; aﬁd
part of this schocl which strikes Deer Island snd
the 'Torth Shore goes westward and cnters the rerion

about Lubee, some parts ~oin~ up the rivers, etc,
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MR. A. J. SMALL, BASTPORT, MB:.--INTERVIEVED BY
RICHARD RATHBUM, NOVIMBER 29, 1893,

0f Yorth Lubee. Has been around herring ever
since he was 2 boy, about 25 years agb. Has been
engaged in the sardine business 4 ycars.

About 25 years ago the weirs were abundant in
Lubec MNarrows and up the shore clear to the upprer
end of North Lubec, as far as Goves Point. Used to
be weirs on what we czll Birch Point in the Cobs-
cook River. That is the furthest weir up that he
knew anythinsg about at that time. There used to
be quite = number of weirs over in the Pool on
Campobello, probably half o dozen. Used to be 2
weirs down between Friars ilead and Lubec,

At thet time the bulk of the herring were takamn
around Lubec. They have been depreciating for
the last 26 years; theot is including Trests Island.
The fishing became poor as much as 10 years 270,

In Llubec Narrows it was quite good this season.
They began dredging in Lubeec Narrows about 8 years
ago, and they stopped about 2 years ago. Has laid
a pood deal of the deerease to the dredging going
on there. Doeg not think the weirs to the east

have taken the fish away at all. Herring began to
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decrease before they began to put many weirs there.
Thie sardine business was the means of their pﬁt-
ting weirs there.

The herrins come into Quoddy Bay direct from
sea. They were most 2lways large herring they
cauzht down there in Quoddy Bay, what we call string-
ing herring, and when there arc any herring in the
river here they are most always smaller.Thinks sorme
of those fish would come up throush the llarrows to
Cobscook River,

. The majority of the fish which they et up
Cebscook River come throush Eastport way. They
were smaller fish.

Herring first come into Quoddy Bay as a rule
about September; then we get the bipggest catch.

In the spring sometimes we get a few in June. fThey
are rather small. In the fall we do the best fish-
ing in September and October. '

Used to net herring backside of Rastport in
Broad Cove and Deep Cove, but it has been as much
as 10 or 12 years since théy got any net herring
there. There used to be lots of those large net
'hcrring stay around here, but of reecent years they
do not ﬁake an appearance. Some lay it to the lob-

ster fishing. They say that the buoys and the
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lines in the water have = tendency to scare the
fish off into the deep water. Those herring that
rlay in St. Andrews Bay; they set traps out through
TLetite Passapge, and it has s tendency to seare them
out.

Never did mucli seinin- around Lubec outside of
seininﬁ the weirs,

The driving of herrins hes been carried on
quite extensively this vear in Quoddy Pay. They
always drive in the fall when the dark nirhts come
on. Hes always heard since he has been fishing
that kerosene drove the fish off; that is, fish
will not play where there is karosiné on the water.,
Thet has a2always becn the cvidence of fishermen.

The cotton and o0il would not gink; it would flont
on top of the water. It would rrobably rive off
0il for sometime on the water. The weir men argue
thet the driving injures the weirs, but very evie-
dently it did not do very much harm, for they ecaught
fish in the weirs just the same.

The decrease of herrins at Lubec began before
the sardine factories started. The catech on Deer
Island and the YNorth Shore has always been large,
Does not lay the scarcity of fish to there being so

many weirs to thé east.



@

——de

In the spring of the year the small fish would
o up to Pembroke to what we c¢2ll South Bay, and
they will remain there all surmer until along in
Sep tember, and then they will come out. This year
there has been a school of fish up there, any amount
of them. Got 9 hogsheads today of those small her-
ring.

Thinks there is a clhianee of their beins a
spawning ground up the Cobscook River. Iias seen
fish with ripe spawn there.

Herring are less abundant than they used to be
in our vicinity.

Does not think the fish need 2ny protection;
the sea is pretiy larse. Ilas always found herring
pretty abundant all alon~ the coast of the United
States. Wherever the feced plays, there the herring
get ﬁhe most abundant. Has seen herring in one day
enouch to cover an area of 400 square miles. Would
7o Lo tlie masthead of the vessel loookinz for a
school of mackerel, and vou can see 10 miles each
way, and has secn thet area of water bleck with

herring, playing. That was about 20 miles off

“Block Island. They were those large sea herring,

There is a place around the southern head of

Grand Manan where it is well to protect them, and
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at Wood Islend. 1las seen cables and anchors cove
ered as bip around alrmost as vour lepg with just
clear herring spawn, where they do it in one nisht.
There are spawning rrounds for herring up the Cobs-
cook River, but 4o not know any other rlaces where
they spawn. Up Cobscool: River they spawn along in
June,

The smallest herring that he ever sew with
spewvn in them were about 8 or 9 inches. They are
generally in poor condition when they are ripe and
full of spawn, but we would use them just the same.
There is only one fish that is fat with the spawn
in, and that is the shad.

The first hc has noticed brit around here for
some time is this fall. Find a few in the spring,
but they have been most abundant this fall, about
an inch long. Have noticed some wash ashore in the
sea weed. Those very likely came from last years
spawn. Saw them cbout September.

Has secn a smrll school of herring that would
be too small to utilize for sardines, and in 3 weeks
they would fatten up to that extent ﬁhat they are
larg8 enough. Attributes the growth of herring to
the feed. Take poor herring, and at certain sea-

sons of the year they fatten up very fast. Yhen
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herring get up around these bays and Pembroke River
they fatten up 6 weeks earlier than they will down
the river, and they will srow quite larée; and
then they will remain 2bout that size until they
get poor.

"hen the herrins are not on the shore here
théy are off in the DBay of Mundy in deerer water,

The smellest size herrin- we use for serdines
is probebly about 5 to 6 inches lonr, Tor muse-
tards some have about 2 inch mesh, the herring
about 9 or 10 inches lons.  Por smokinc~ 9 or 10
inches is about the smellest size 21so.

The spring run, when they first come in ese
poor, are smaller thon the fall, but when they fat-
ten up they are larger.

The spring herring generally come in around
Lubec about the last of April and first of lay.
Sometimes have seen them come in the first of
April. We pgererally get what we cali the June school
and throurh July they arc most always scarce; =and
then they come in agzin in Aurust more abundant,
an? continue more or less abundant up into the win-
ter. They generally cease being sabundent in o=
vember. In 1891 they kept abundant up to Christmas.

They vary in different years, but as a rule they
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get scarcer after lovember., In January, February
and lierch shey arce all pretty large herring; very
few émll enea; ihe large herring would be abunde-
ant. Onée in a while might have quite 2 little
catches Most of the frozen herring were caught down
the Horth 8hore, between the iorth Shore and the
Yolves. :

Herring go in largé, dense schools, he thinks,
s0 that at times you might purse seine them; and
then at certain sca'sans of the year they are scet-
tered all over the water, and then they will gether
together and play in lerge schocls. They swim be-
low the surface most of the time, only in spring
tide, and siuimp are on top of the water, and they
c¢ome up for them, and they usually play at the sw~
face in the morning and evening at those times.

Ye zmod’w sink our zillenets down about 4 to 6 fath-
oms in 8t. Andrews Bay.

Does not think herring go from Lubec Narrows
into Queddy Bay from this side.




